The glomerular basement membrane in lupus nephritis.
Systemic lupus erythematosus is a disease that is particularly suited for studies of glomerular basement membrane pathology. Classification of the renal pathology of lupus nephritis is usually based on light microscopic features, combined with immunofluorescence findings and electron microscopic alterations. Study of renal biopsy helps to distinguish potentially reversible and irreversible disease, and to estimate prognosis of patients with lupus nephritis. Moreover, studies of human disease, as well as the availability of animal models and in vitro cell culture systems employing biochemical and molecular biological studies of extracellular matrix, have led to a considerable increase in knowledge of the pathogenetic events underlying derangements of the glomerular basement membrane in lupus nephritis.